
Ben Wallace had 10 points and 18
rebounds when he wasn’t hounding
Atlanta’s Josh Smith, and Detroit
snapped a seven-game skid.

Clarence Tabb Jr./The Detroit News

Auburn Hills — Coming into
his postgame news conference
Sunday, Pistons coach John
Kuester went onto the podium,
only to realize his customary
chair wasn’t there.

It typified the way things have
been for the Pistons and their
first-year coach.

Kuester cracked a smile and
joked about what happens when
you’re in a seven-game losing
streak. A chair was quickly found
— problem fixed. They got a
much-needed 94-88 victory over
the talented Atlanta Hawks —
problem fixed. Kuester hopes. 

“It is frustrating, don’t kid
yourselves,” Kuester said of the
losing streak. “The guys are

working so hard, you want to see
some type of reward at the end.
It’s healthy for them to get a win
today, especially against a quality

team like Atlanta.
“We held ev-

erybody account-
able in practice, in
the games, and
the guys respon-
ded.”

To that end,
Kuester initiated the reward by
tweaking the starting lineup. The
changes worked.

Looking to instill a bit more

defense and energy at the start of
the game, Kuester sat Charlie Vil-
lanueva and Austin Daye and
started Chucky Atkins and Jason
Maxiell. The moves worked.

Maxiell had seven points, six
rebounds and two assists in 29
minutes, while playing robust 

Pistons get much-needed win 
Kuester tweaks starting lineup, gets results;
Villanueva breaks nose, will be evaluated

BY TED KULFAN
The Detroit News
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More online: For 
more Pistons coverage,
including photo galleries,
the Pistons Blog and Piston Talk
fan forum, visit detnews.com.

Ariel Braker, center, expects to be the one her Grosse Pointe North teammates look to for scoring and defense, and the senior forward plans to make that faith pay off.
Gary Malerba/Special to The Detroit News

Braker stands above the rest as The News’ best player; Renaissance is top team
TOP FIVE TEAMS

1. Detroit
Renaissance,
Class A, 22-4

2. Grand Rapids
Catholic Central,
Class B, 27-1

3. Detroit
Country Day,
Class B, 26-1

4. East Lansing,
Class A, 25-1

5. Detroit
Southeastern,
Class A, 19-5

TOP FIVE PLAYERS

1. Ariel Braker
(pictured above),
Grosse Pointe
North

2. Madison
Williams, 
Detroit 
Country Day

3. Asia Boyd,
Detroit
Renaissance

4. Crystal
Bradford,
Inkster

5. Annalise
Pickrel, Grand
Rapids Catholic
Central

LOOKING TO THE BEST

More inside: Check out The Detroit News’ top 20 girls basketball players and teams. 7B
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Wolverines lose
consolation game
COLLEGE BASKETBALL, 6B

Got Lions on your mind? Join Mike O’Hara’s chat at noon today at detnews.com/sports.

Contact us
You can reach Ruben Luna,
Sports Editor, by calling 
(313) 223-4642, faxing 
(313) 496-5248 or at 
ruben.luna@detnews.com.

The New Jersey Nets
fired coach Lawrence
Frank on Sunday after
losing their first 16 games
during one of the worst
starts in NBA history.

Assistant Tom Barrise
was to coach the team
Sunday night in Los An-
geles against the Lakers,
when the Nets could tie
the record for the worst
start with a loss.

The Nets said a perma-
nent replacement for
Frank has not been 
determined.

Frank was in his sixth
full season, the longest-
tenured coach in the East-
ern Conference and the
winningest coach in the
Nets’ NBA history. But
none of those victories
came this season, and the
team dismissed him with a
225-241 record.

Grand Valley at home
for national semifinal

Grand Valley State, one
victory from the Division
II national football cham-
pionship game, will host
Carson-Newman in a
semifinal Saturday (3:30
p.m., ESPN) at Allendale.

The winner advances to
the national champion-
ship game Dec. 12 in Flo-
rence (Ala.) against the
California (Pa.)-Northwest
Missouri State winner.

Carson-Newman,
ranked No. 10, won its 11th
straight game after open-
ing the season 0-2, 24-21
over No. 5 North Alabama
on Saturday. 

Grand Valley defeated
defending national cham-
pion Minnesota Duluth,
24-10. Grand Valley will
make its fourth trip to the
semifinals in the last five
years. It has won the na-
tional title four times,
including 2005 and 2006.

David Goricki

DeVaney, Pluhowski
win bowling event

Mike DeVaney of San
Diego defeated Jason
Belmonte, 189-170, to win
the Professional Bowlers
Association’s Scorpion
Championship at Thunder-
bowl Lanes in Allen Park.

In the Women’s Scor-
pion Championship,
Shannon Pluhowsky of
Phoenix defeated Liz
Johnson, 192-177.

Nets fire Frank 
after 0-16 start

Lawrence Frank had a .500
career record with the Nets
before this season.

David Zalubowski/Associated Press

Sunday NFL
scoreboard
Buffalo 31, Miami 14
N.Y. Jets 17, Carolina 6
Seattle 27, St. Louis 17
Atlanta 20, Tampa Bay 17
Indianapolis 35, Houston 27
Cincinnati 16, Cleveland 7
Philadelphia 27, Washington 24
San Diego 43, Kansas City 14
San Francisco 20, Jacksonville 3
Tennessee 20, Arizona 17
Minnesota 36, Chicago 10
Baltimore 20, Pittsburgh 17, OT
Complete coverage, 4B

Allen Park — It seems every
spring, right around NFL draft
time, Lions fans ratchet up their
desire for the team to select an
“elite” left tackle to take the
place of nine-year incumbent
Jeff Backus.

Fans have been clamoring for
years for a 6-foot-6, 325-pound,
young, athletic behemoth to an-
chor the left side of the line for
the next 10 to 12 years.

But every year for the last
nine years, those fans are left
disappointed on draft day.
There’s an explanation for that
— Backus isn’t the problem and

the Lions know it.
The Lions have a multitude of

needs and left tackle isn’t even
in the top 10.

Five games from the comple-
tion of his ninth NFL season,
Backus, 32, is playing some of
the best football of his career.
Playing the opposing team’s best
pass rusher week in and week
out, he has allowed just seven
sacks and has been called for on-
ly one holding penalty in 11
games this season, according to
Stats LLC. That includes going
toe-to-toe with Jared Allen
(Minnesota), James Harrison 

Backus is a rock for Lions
Veteran tackle has played in 139 straight
games, and is at top of game in ninth season

BY TIM TWENTYMAN
The Detroit News

Lions tackle Jeff Backus has
allowed just seven sacks and been
called for holding only once this
season, one of his best in the NFL.

Jonathan Daniel/Getty Images

Please see Lions, Page 5B

Windermere, Fla. — Tiger
Woods canceled yet another
meeting with state troopers but,
for the first time, talked about his
car crash on his Web site, saying
it was his fault, that his wife act-
ed courageously and that re-
maining details were private.

The statement was posted
about an hour before troopers
were to meet with the world’s
No. 1 golfer at his home inside
the gates of Isleworth. A meeting
was not rescheduled.

Even so, Sgt. Kim Montes of
FHP said troopers went to
Woods’ $2.4 million estate any-
way, only for attorney Mark Ne-
Jame to turn them away. The at-
torney gave troopers Woods’

driver’s license, registration and
insurance as required by law for
such accidents.

In a tape of a 911 call released
Sunday, two days after the acci-
dent, a neighbor told dispatchers
that a black Cadillac Escalade hit
a tree and “I have someone down
in front of my house.”

Woods’ neighbor never men-
tions the golfer by name, and the
call is inaudible at several points
because of the bad connection.

“I came out here just to see
what was going on,” the neigh-
bor, who was not identified, told
dispatchers. “I see him, and he’s
laying down.”

One woman is heard in the
background yelling, “What hap-

Woods declines to
meet with troopers

BY FRED GOODALL
Associated Press
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